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Virtual Meeting Event 
with LA Phil VP-Learning 
Readers of Shakespeare’s 
tragedy Julius Caesar will recall 
the famous and foreboding 
warning: Beware the ides of 
March. Some 500 years later, as 
the COVID-19 virus spread across 
the world and across the 
country, another serious 
warning blazed across media in 

mid-March. California Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a 
statewide shelter-in-place directive that would close 
schools, shops, and businesses across the State. 
 
As scientists and public health officials learned more 
about the virus, social distancing policy became an 
important preventive measure. That also meant that 
performances in theaters and concert halls would be 
suspended. Weeks later, the LA Phil announced that all 
programs in the Walt Disney Concert Hall and at the 
Hollywood Bowl were cancelled through the end of the 
2019-20 season (See story on p. 2 for more closure info). 
 
Affiliates in the Desert is the newest of 17 Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Affiliate Committees (LAPAD) dating back to 
1923. When LAPAD was organized in 2019, the founding 
board determined that the mission of LAPAD would be to 
support LA Phil educational programs and outreach, and 
to promote youth music education in the Coachella Valley 
and neighboring areas. LAPAD had its official launch on 
March 2, 2020, which included as a highlight a special 
recital by Marion Arthur Kuszyk, LA Phil Assistant Principal 
Oboe.  Due to the quarantine that was imposed a short 
while later, the LAPAD inaugural event would be the last 
time members and friends could gather for in-person 
events for the foreseeable future. 
 
Technology came to the rescue. On May 22, 2020, LA Phil 
executive team member Elsje Kibler-Vermaas, Vice 
President-Learning, accepted our invitation to join us via 

Zoom for a virtual meeting event. This gave the LAPAD 
board and members an opportunity to meet and get 
acquainted with the person who heads the sector of the 
organization LAPAD supports. 
 
Vice President Kibler-Vermaas began by thanking LAPAD 
for arranging the virtual event and for supporting her 
broad educational programs and institutions. She is very 
warm and cordial and said, “Call me Elsje.” She also 
explained this is the second time she worked at LA Phil, 
but both engagements were and are in education.  In 
2006, she joined LA Phil as Manager of Education for 
three years; after a stint at the Concertgebouw in 
Amsterdam and later with the Hartford Symphony, Elsje 
returned to the LA Phil in 2017 as Associate Director, 
Collaborative Learning. She was named Vice President of 
Learning in 2018. 

Today Elsje presides over an education program with vast 
and numerous tentacles throughout the greater Los 
Angeles metropolitan area reaching over 100,000 
schoolchildren, families, young musicians, and 
concertgoers through concerts, participatory music 
programs in schools, workshops, and events at the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall and the Hollywood Bowl, including 
Toyota Symphonies for Youth and Youth Orchestra Los 
Angeles (YOLA). 
 

Elsje Kibler-Vermaas, 
Vice President-Learning 
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Elsje reported that closure of Walt Disney Concert Hall 
and the Hollywood Bowl had a major impact on the LA 
Phil. The $80 million loss of income from the cancelled 
events required substantial cuts to the LA Phil budget, 
including the painful decision to furlough some staff and 
withdraw some endowment funds to sustain key 
operational components of the organization in these 
unprecedented times. 
 
When asked what percentage of her education budget 
was scaled back, Elsje explained that every department in 
the organization needed to make sacrifices. “However,” 
she said, “the Executive Team, together with Music & 
Artistic Director Gustavo Dudamel, determined that we 
needed to do all we can to remain true to our core 
principles and mission.” 
 
During Elsje’s presentation we gained interesting insight, 
particularly about the acclaimed YOLA program. 
Currently, there are four YOLA sites; the fifth will be at the 
Frank Gehry-designed Judith & Thomas L. Beckmen YOLA 
Center at Inglewood. “Students who are enrolled in the 
YOLA program are making a major commitment,” Elsje 
said. “They spend 12 to 18 hours per week on music; and 
it’s a 10-year program. Most of the YOLA students go on 
to college and 29 percent of them major in music,” she 
added. “Looking ahead and beyond this difficult time, I’m 
confident the YOLA program and our students will thrive.” 
Wrapping up the hour-long Zoom conference, LAPAD 
President Michael Napoli thanked Elsje for taking time to 
meet with us and to provide us with a deeper 
understanding of what the LA Phil is dealing with during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and all the unexpected changes 
required as a result. Speaking for all LAPAD members and 
friends, Mike assured Elsje of our continuing commitment 
and support.   
 

 
 

LA Phil Cancels all Remaining 2020 Concerts 
On July 16, 2020, Los Angeles Philharmonic Music & 
Artistic Director Gustavo Dudamel and David C. Bohnett 
Chair Chief Executive Officer Chad Smith announced that 
Walt Disney Concert Hall, the Hollywood Bowl and The 
Ford will remain dark due to COVID-19. That period has 
been extended, as the LA Phil has canceled its fall 2020 
season at Walt Disney Concert Hall through December 31, 
2020 in response to the guidance of public health officials. 
Chad Smith said, “Under Gustavo’s leadership, we are 
finding creative ways forward during an otherwise 
uncertain time. We are leveraging established media 
partnerships, doubling down on YOLA, and taking an 
ideas-driven approach to our programming. The future of 
the LA Phil is very much a reflection of the values 
Dudamel embodies as an artistic leader. These 
investments will enable us to bring music, learning 
programs and important conversations to the largest 
audience possible in Los Angeles and beyond.” 
  
Gustavo Dudamel said, “The silencing of our music has 
been deafening. I have been working non-stop since 
March, here in California, to find new, safe and impactful 
ways to address how we will adapt to the many 
challenges we are facing as both an institution and an art 
form. I believe that the LA Phil is uniquely equipped to 
address this ever-changing situation: We have always 
spoken about a ’culture of the new‘ in Los Angeles, and 
we intend now to embrace that ideal with a renewed 
commitment and passionate energy. 
 
“I've spent these days speaking with the members of our 
extraordinary orchestra and board, attending countless 
online meetings with our committed staff, creating media 
and broadcasting projects with our loyal partners, 
recording socially distanced performances at the 
Hollywood Bowl, and continuing to teach our young YOLA 
students to hold on to their hopes, dreams and that 
unique form of California optimism. The arts must now 
play a stronger role than ever in our new society, and I 
join alongside all our allies, never ceasing to hope, dream 
and work toward better times. 
 
“The music we make is for everyone. It unites us in our 
diversity and comforts our souls in moments of crisis. I 
hope that our offerings delight and inspire, and look 
forward to seeing everyone in brighter days, when we can 
gather and share our music together again.” 
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At Home with the Vieness Piano Duo  
Vijay & Eva 

If you were trying to find 
four-year-old Vijay 
Venkatesh, the best place 
to look would be under the 
grand piano in the family 
home in Laguna Niguel, CA. 
Vijay developed his 
interest in piano listening 
to his older brothers 
practice.  His siblings no 
longer play; but today you 
will find Vijay at the piano 
keyboard in concert halls 
around the world, both as 
a promising soloist and as 
a fierce piano duo with his 
wife Eva Schaumkell. 

 
This was just one of many interesting things members and 
friends of LA Phil Affiliates in the Desert (LAPAD) learned 
in the comfort of their own homes while meeting and 
enjoying the piano artistry of the Vieness Piano Duo. The 
June 26, 2020 event was the second virtual meeting 
organized by LAPAD on Zoom, and moderated by Mike 
Napoli, president. The young pianists were showcased 
from their Laguna Niguel home. 
 
Music always played a pivotal role in the lives of pianists 
Vijay Venkatesh, 29, and Eva Schaumkell, 30, since the 
moment they could walk, talk, or conceive sound. Music 
filled the sounds of their homes and influenced their 
upbringing in such a dramatic way, it would seem as if 
they were destined for a life in the arts, and we learned 
just how true that is today. 
 
Starting their lives 
on opposite sides of 
the world, their 
nascent journey 
was surprisingly 
similar. Two and a 
half decades later, 
they found 
themselves at the 
University of 
Southern California 
(USC) Thornton 
School of Music, 
where they met, 

connected, and began planning their personal and 
musical lives together on and off the stage. 
 
As Vijay and Eva’s personal relationship developed, they 
also linked up at the keyboard playing four-hand and two 
piano repertoire. In 2017, they decided to pursue a career 
as a duo, in addition to performances as soloists. “Given 
our foreign names, we decided to come up with an easier 
to remember combination,” Eva said. “We started with 
the first initial of our last names and created our own new 
identity from ‘V’ and ‘S’ which became Vieness Piano 
Duo,” she explained. 
 
President Napoli invited the duo to perform a short piece 
for the Zoom audience. Vijay and Eva selected No.5 from 
Brahms’s Hungarian Dances, a folk-like rapturous dance. 
It captures brilliantly the spirit of Hungary in Brahms’s 
tonal language, and in the hands of Vijay and Eva, 
mesmerized our group, even over Zoom. 
 
Vijay said he often turns to Brahms because his music is 
the most sympathetic with layers of reflection. 
“Enormous sadness fills Brahms’s work, and yet it is a 
sadness that glows with understanding, that eases gloom 
by sharing its own. During these surreal times we are 
experiencing, when the entire world is feeling grief, I 
recommend Brahms as a confidant and counsellor. 
 
“The effects of the pandemic lockdown were devastating 
to every artist and organization. Not being able to 
perform for audiences has, of course, left us in disarray,” 
Vijay says. “Music is food for our souls. It’s become part of 
our life force and influences every aspect of how our life 
unfolds. We often think and dream in music. Without 
that, it’s on us to find new projects and motivation in this 
strange new situation we all find ourselves in. We’re 
planning programs for new solo and duo albums, music 
videos, website releases, photoshoots, and management 
connections. The future is still bright. 
 
Before wrapping up the program and at Mike Napoli’s 
request, the duo returned to the keyboard for a second 
selection (No. 2) from Brahms’s Hungarian Dances. 
 
For more detailed information about Vijay and Eva, and to 
hear them play selections from their extensive repertoire, 
visit their websites:  www.vijay-venkatesh.com  and 
www.vienesspianoduo.com  

Young Vijay Venkatesh at the 
keyboard 
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Affiliates in the 
Desert 
1775 East Palm Canyon Drive 
Suite 110-39 
Palm Springs, CA 92264 
www.desertaffiliates.org 
info@desertaffiliates.org 
 
President – Mike Napoli 
Vice President – Ricardo Robles 
Secretary – David Freedman 
Treasurer – Rick Seeley 
Membership Officer – Greg Casserly 
At Large – Madalina Garza 
At Large – Bractzo Ibáñez 

Affiliates in the Desert is a volunteer 
committee of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Association, a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt organization.  
Checks should be made payable to “Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Association.” Note 
“Palm Springs Affiliates” in the memo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President’s Note 

I hope you all enjoyed our Zoom 
session with Vijay and Eva. They are 
terrific musicians! In the coming 
months we are planning more online 
sessions for our members with LA 
Phil musicians as well as local 
musicians of note. We hope that we 
will be able to have a salon style 
luncheon in the fall. It will be the first 
in a series of luncheons we are 

planning.  We had one planned last month with one of 
the YOLA alumni. We'll see what the situation looks like as 
we proceed in the coming months and try again before 
the end of the year.  

The LA Phil recently made the official announcement that 
all Fall concerts at Walt Disney Concert Hall are cancelled 
through the end of 2020. Meanwhile, please check out 
the LA Phil website laphil.com  where you will find 
numerous ways in which you can stay connected to our 
wonderful orchestra and its very talented musicians. Have 
a safe rest of the summer and please wear your face 
coverings for the protection of yourself and others.                  
                                                                                   Mike Napoli 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madalina Garza Elected to LAPAD Board 
At a special meeting of the LA Phil Affiliates in the Desert 
(LAPAD) board on July 15, 2020, Madalina Garza was 
elected an At-Large member. She is Creative Director of 
Garza Creative Media, a web development and social 
media consulting firm in Palm Springs. 
 
Garza says she looks forward to collaborating in creating a 
community outreach marketing strategy to reach new 
members in our area; as well as supporting programs that 
will enable youth here in the Valley to take advantage of 
the life-changing opportunity that this organization aims 
to offer them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


