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Affiliates Zoom Salon Spotlights YOLA 
On February 13th our Salon Series gave center stage to 
YOLA (Youth Orchestra Los Angeles), the pathbreaking 
musical training program inspired by Gustavo Dudamel’s   
artistic vision and experience in El Sistema. Performances 
by three very talented young YOLA alumni and a behind-
the-scenes look by YOLA manager Fabian Fuertes gave 
exciting insights into their talent as well as the rare 
experiences for broadening exposure to music for YOLA 
students. YOLA provides 1,300 young musicians, ages 
eight through eighteen, with free instruments, intensive 
music instruction, and opportunities to perform on stages 
in their communities and around the world. In addition to 
YOLA’s local programs, which serve under-resourced 
communities across Los Angeles at four sites, YOLA 
National provides an ever-growing number of 
opportunities for young musicians, teaching artists, 
program administrators, and other stakeholders to learn 
from and create community with one another. 

The Zoom Salon was introduced by Mike Napoli, President 
of the LA Phil Affiliates in the Desert, who then handed 
the program to Joseph Feneck, Affiliates Senior Manager, 
and Fabian Fuertes.  

Zenaida Aparicio-Alejo:  First we heard Zenaida Aparicio-
Alejo’s cello performance of Bach’s Suite No. 3, Bouree. 
Zenaida is 19 years old and was part of the YOLA at HOLA 
site, studying the cello for 7 years. She is the first in her 
family to attend college where she currently is a first-year 
student at the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music at 
California State University, Long Beach.  

Daniel Egwurube: Twenty-three-year-old Daniel 
performed Claude Debussy’s Sprinx for Solo Flute. Born in 
Nigeria, he trained twelve hours a week in jazz and 
classical music for ten years as a YOLA student. Daniel is a 
two-time honorable mention in the Charles Dolo Coker 
jazz scholarship competition and in 2017 solo performed 
Debussy’s Syrinx for Nobel Prize week in Stockholm, 
Sweden. He is currently a flute performance major at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Fabiola Marinero: Fabiola treated us to Cesar Franck’s 
Sonata in A Major for Violin. She studied at the YOLA at 
EXPO site and is now a freshman at UC Berkeley. During 
her time as a YOLA student, she performed at the 
Hollywood Bowl with Los Tigres Del Norte and took part 
in other major performances such as the LA Phil’s 
Centennial Celebration, LA Phil’s Gala and LA Phil x YOLA 
Side-by-Side. 
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New Beckmen YOLA Center at Inglewood: This spring 
YOLA will open its fifth site in the Greater Los Angeles 
area following construction of a repurposed building into 
a 25,000-square-foot facility that will serve up to 500 
students.  Designed by the architect Frank Gehry, 
internationally acclaimed for his Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
it will provide a gathering space for students from other 
YOLA sites and music educators from across the U.S. and 
around the world. It will be a cultural resource for 
Inglewood, and act as the focal point of the LA Phil's 
commitment to community engagement in the area. The 
unique design will make performance space visible from 
the street. The project, which has emerged out of a close 
collaboration with Gustavo Dudamel, Mr. Gehry and the 
City of Inglewood, is being made possible by a leadership 
gift from Judith and Thomas L. Beckmen. For more 
information: 
laphil.com/press/press-kits/press-kit-archive/yola-center-
inglewood 
 

Exterior model view 
of the Judith and 
Thomas L. Beckmen 
YOLA Center @ 
Inglewood, interior 
concert 
configuration. Photo 
courtesy of Gehry 
Partners, LLP  
 
Interior model view 
cross-section of the 
Judith and Thomas 
L. Beckmen YOLA 
Center @ 
Inglewood, 
rehearsal 
configuration. Photo 
courtesy of Gehry 
Partners, LLP  

YOLA Summer Camp: Every year, YOLA students, teaching 
artists, and mentors head three hours east of Los Angeles 
to Idyllwild, a small mountain encampment in California’s 
majestic Mt. San Jacinto State Park. There, they meet up 
with other young musicians from around the country, 
learn leadership skills, bond as musicians – and friends. 
We were treated to this inside look at YOLA’s wonderful 
artistic retreat: 
laphil.com/about/watch-and-listen/yola-sets-up-
camp-in-the-woods 

 
 
YOLA Visit to Mexico City: Fabian Fuertes also shared a 
video of the 96 YOLA musicians who joined the LA Phil on 
tour in Mexico City in November 2019, where they shared 
a musical and cultural exchange with 100 local students. 
The group performed several concerts and participated in 
an open rehearsal at the spectacular Palacio de Bellas 
Artes with LA Phil Music and Artistic Director Gustavo 
Dudamel. Some of the young musicians even met their 
own local family members for the very first time. Watch 
the video about the YOLA Mexico City Tour: 
laphil.com/about/watch-and-listen/a-look-back-at-yolas-
visit-to-mexico-city 

Donate to YOLA: Fabian talked with our performers about 
their experiences in YOLA, what they are doing now, and 
their plans for the future. Mike Napoli wrapped up with a 
reminder that the Zoom Salon was a fund raiser for the 
Beckmen YOLA Center Instrument Fund. Mike directed 
participants to our Affiliates website: 
affiliatesinthedesert.org   

 
 
Fabian Fuertes 
in Zoom 
discussions 
with Zenaida 
Aparicio-Alejo, 
Fabiola 
Marinero, and 
Daniel 
Egwurube   
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Affiliates Zoom Salon Featured Winners of 
the Lucie Arnaz Awards 

The Lucie Arnaz 
Awards were 
created and 
founded jointly by 
namesake Lucie 
Arnaz, the daughter 
of Lucille Ball and 
Desi Arnaz, and 
David Green, who 
serves as the 

Executive Director and Producer of the Awards program. 
Mr. Green has mentored and trained dozens of working 
actors on Broadway.  
 
The Lucie Arnaz Awards are presented by The Hollywood 
Pantages Theatre and David Green’s Musical Theatre 
University, a comprehensive Conservatory program 
designed for young people with aspirations for careers in 
professional theatre, located in Rancho Mirage, California.  

Each year, a panel of celebrated Broadway adjudicators 
visit the local high schools in Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties to evaluate musical theater students. 
The top winners—“Best Leading Actor and Best Leading 
Actress”—are selected to participate at The Jimmy 
Awards, the National High School Musical Theatre Awards 
in New York City, for a week-long, all-expenses- paid 
intensive training program and competition 

After an introduction 
by David Green, Lucie 
said she was honored 
to have the local 
Awards named after 
her. Laying claim to a 
storied career on 
television, Broadway 
and Hollywood, Lucie 
stated that her goal is 

to support music and arts education and to help kids find 
their own voice and learn how to perform. 
 
Our Zoom Salon on February 24th featured performances 
by four Lucie Arnaz Award Winners.  With a virtual 
audience of more than 40, 16-year-old Kaiya Treash and  
17-year-old Nathan Bravo opened with “Suddenly 
Seymour” from Little Shop of Horrors. Animated 
discussions with Lucie and each of the four students 
followed their solo performances.  

 
 
Kaiya Treash (Xavier Prep High School, Palm Desert) 
Runner-Up 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucie complimented Kaiya’s 
performance, identified her strengths, 
and encouraged her to “be you.”  
 
 
 
 

Nathan Bravo (North High School, Riverside)  
Winner 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lucie noted that Nathan has “an honest 
and easy approach, and trusted the 
song.” She advised “don’t dress it up; 
work with the lyrics.” When asked what 
he had learned in New York City, he 
replied, “initially I just relied on my brain, 
but learned to work with my heart and 
gut, and that you need to trust yourself.”  

“Suddenly Seymour” 
 LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS 

“Proud of Your Boy” 
 ALADDIN 
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Garrett Hoy (Rancho Mirage High School, Rancho Mirage) 
Winner 2018 

 

Garrett, in his third year at Pace in New 
York City, reported that he found New 
York exciting and welcoming, and has 
developed interesting relationships, 
stating “your work shows your life.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marisa Moehno (Murrieta Valley High School, Murrieta) 
Winner 2018 and 2019  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In response to Lucie’s question about art 
education, Marisa said “everyone does 
art, but not everyone does sports. Art is 
how we live.” She went on to say, 
“theater provides a safe space and a 
way to express yourself.” 
 
 

For more information: 
musicaltheatreuniversity.com/the-lucie-arnaz-
awards.html 

Symphonies for Schools Goes Digital 
Each year, the LA Phil presents Symphonies for Schools, 
offering free concerts to hundreds of thousands of 
children since 1919. The century-long tradition is 
continuing this year in a new, virtual capacity. It is a 
flexible, immersive experience that includes elementary 
and secondary level lesson plans to accompany on-
demand LA Phil concert episodes with Gustavo Dudamel 
from the Sound/Stage Season 2, filmed at the Hollywood 
Bowl, plus a Hollywood Bowl Digital Field Trip! The on-
demand resource is available to schools, teachers, 
families, and youth from around the world at no cost.  
 
Featured performances are The Carnival of the 
Animals concert with elementary lesson plans (Grades 3-
6), a Pan-American Musical Feast concert with secondary 
lesson plans (Grades 6-12), and a Hollywood Bowl Digital 
Field Trip (all ages). These LA Phil online concerts and 
lesson plans will be available for one year after they 
premiere this February and March.  All materials are 
designed to be flexible for use in online, in-person, or 
asynchronous learning environments.  
laphil.com/learn/learning-programs/symphonies-schools 
 

President’s Note  
Our featured Zoom Salons are a great 
success with positive feedback from 
many viewers. Our Zoom Salon 
scheduled for Friday, March 26 at 1 pm 
is with the Cleveland Symphony Youth 
Orchestra Director Vinay 
Parameswaran, appearing from the 

beautiful Severance Hall. 
clevelandorchestrayouthorchestra.com   
Next will be an Affiliates Zoom Salon featuring LA Phil 
bass player Ted Botsford on Saturday, April 10 at 4 pm. 
laphil.com/musicdb/artists/6036/ted-botsford  
We look forward to future Zoom Salons and teaming up 
with local organizations including the Coachella Valley 
Symphony’s Buddy Rogers Youth Symphony and with the 
Palm Springs Unified School District (PSUSD) to feature 
local student performers. Stay well and stay tuned! 
This FANFARE issue is sponsored by Andrea and Mariana Robles 
Chuck Steinman – FANFARE Editor and Graphic Design 
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Affiliates in the Desert is a volunteer 
committee of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Association, a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt organization.  
 
Checks should be made payable to “Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Association.” Note  
“Affiliates in the Desert” in the memo. 

“Il Mondo Era Vuoto” 
 THE LIGHT IN THE PIAZZA 

“Way Back to Paradise” 
MARIE CHRISTINE 


